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57 ABSTRACT

A method of maintaining a biographical digest of information
stored in a radio frequency identity chip communicatively
coupled to a motherboard of a mobile communication device.
The method comprises determining and writing inception
information to the radio frequency identity chip once and
preventing later modification of the inception information by
a biographical digest software layer stored in a memory ofthe
mobile communication device and executed by a processor of
the device. The method further comprises determining and
writing current information to the radio frequency identity
chip by the biographical digest software layer in response to
triggering events.
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200

G

Store a biographic digest in a radio frequency identity chip of a mobile
communication device at the time of manufacture of the communication
device, wherein the biographic digest comprises a static portion and a
202 dynamic portion. The static portion comprises an identity of a model of
N the device, an identity of a manufacturer of the device, an identity of a
location where the device was manufactured, and an identity of an initial
software version of the device and wherein the static portion is write
disabled by the manufacturer of the device. The dynamic portion
comprises an identity of a current software version of the device and an
identity of a device status having a value of new and wherein the
dynamic portion is write enabled by the manufacturer of the device.

204 "™ Activate the device for wireless
communication service.

210 B

Deactivate the device for
wireless communication
service.

Device
Termination?

208

212 —\_| Write the device status of the dynamic portion
of the biographic digest in the radio frequency
identity chip of the device to a value of dead.

Figure 4




U.S. Patent Oct. 27, 2015 Sheet 5 of 13 US 9,171,243 B1

220

222 ~] Read a biographic digest from a radio frequency
identity chip of a mobile communication device by a
near field communication (NFC) scanner.

h 4

Based on reading the biographic digest, determine by a computer
system coupled to the near field communication scanner at least
three items of information about the device selected from a location
224 \ where the device was manufactured, an initial software version

installed in the device by the manufacturer, a current preferred
roaming list (PRI) stored in the device, a current software version
installed in the device, an activation date of the device, a phone
number of the device, an international mobile station equipment
identity (IMEI) of the device, and a mobile equipment identity (MEID)
of the device;

A

226 ~| Based on the at least three items of information about the device
determined by the computer system, provide customer service to a

user of the mobile communication device.

Figure 5
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240

Combine a plurality of items of biographic device information into
a biographic digest, wherein the items of biographic information
comprise at least three items of information selected from a
federal communications commission (FCC) identity, a model
identity, a hardware version identity, a manufacturer identity, a
242 \ country of manufacture, a date of manufacture, a location of
manufacture, an initial software version identity, an initial
preferred roaming list (PRL) version identity, a secure element
(SE) key, a trusted security zone master key, an initial stock
keeping unit (SKU) identity, an initial universal product code
(UPC) identity, a current preferred roaming list identity, a current
software version identity, a current stock keeping unit identity, a
current universal product code identity, a device status, a device
activation date, a phone number of the device, a current
international mobile station equipment identity (IMEI) of the
device, and a current mobile equipment identity (MEID) of the
device.

A 4

Write the biographic digest to a radio frequency identity (RFID) chip
244 of the mobile communication device, wherein a portion of the
biographic digest is maintained in a static state in the radio
frequency identity chip and a portion the biographic digest is
maintained in a dynamic state in the radio frequency identity chip.

A 4

Read the biographic digest from the radio frequency
246 N identity chip of the mobile device by a near field
communication (NFC) scanner device.

Figure 6
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TG
262 ~_ Determine inception information about the inception of the

mobile communication device by reading information stored
inside the mobile communication device.

A

264 Encode the inception information, wherein encoding the
I inception information is performed by a biographical digest
software layer stored in a memory of the mobile communication
device and executed by a processor of the mobile

communication device.

A

Write the encoded inception information into a static portion of the

266 ~ biographical digest of the radio frequency identity chip that is
communicatively coupled to the motherboard of the mobile communication

device, wherein writing the encoded inception information into the static

portion is performed by the biographical digest software layer.

y

268 ~ After writing the encoded inception information to the static portion of
the biographical digest, the biographical digest software layer disables
write access to the static portion of the biographical digest.

A

270 ~_ In response to_a triggering eve_nt, determing cu_rrent inf_ormation ab(_)ut
the configuration of the mobile communication device by reading
information stored inside the mobile communication device.

272 Encode the current information about the configuration of the
\ mobile communication device, wherein encoding the current
information is performed by the biographical digest software layer.

274 Write the encoded current information into a dynamic portion of
™ the biographical digest of the radio frequency identity chip,

wherein writing the encoded current information into the dynamic

portion is performed by the biographical digest software layer

Figure 7




U.S. Patent Oct. 27, 2015 Sheet 8 of 13 US 9,171,243 B1

280

282 ~ Receive the biographical digest of information read from the radio
frequency identity chip coupled to the mobile communication device
by a near field communication (NFC) scanner.

284 ~ Rec_elve_a sec_urlty ke)_/ from the mobile corr_lmunlcatlon_ .
device via a wireless link between the maobile communication
device and a base transceiver station.

A 4

286 ™| Decrypt at least a part of the biographical digest of information using
the security key received via the wireless link.

A

287 ™| Compare identifying information present in the decrypted part of the
biographical digest of information to identifying information
associated with the mabile communication device.

288\ When identifying information correlates, complete the confidential
transaction initiated by the mobile communication device.

Figure 8
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290

Encode current information about the configuration of the mobile
communication device, wherein encoding the current information
is performed by a biographical digest software layer stored in a
memory of the mobile communication device and executed by a
processor of the mobile communication device, wherein the
292 ™ current information comprises a current device status and at
least two of a current software version identity, a current
preferred roaming list identity, a current stock keeping unit
identity or number, a current universal product code, a
communication subscription service activation date, a phone
number, a current mobile equipment identity (MEID), a current
international mobile station equipment identity, a current
communication service provider identity, and a current
communication service brand identity.

A
Write the encoded current information into a dynamic portion of
294 ™| the biographical digest of the radio frequency identity chip,
wherein writing the encoded current information into the dynamic
portion is performed by the biographical digest software layer.

A
2
96 N Detect an end of lifecycle event by the biographical digest software layer.

298 | In response to detecting the end of lifecycle event, set the current
device status in the dynamic portion of the biographical digest to
terminated by the biographical digest software layer.

299 '\ Based on the terminated status of the current device status, block access to a
cellular radio transceiver of the mobile communication device.

Figure 9
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SYSTEM FOR MANAGING A DIGEST OF
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION STORED IN
A RADIO FREQUENCY IDENTITY CHIP
COUPLED TO A MOBILE COMMUNICATION
DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

None.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable.

REFERENCE TO A MICROFICHE APPENDIX

Not applicable.

BACKGROUND

Mobile communication devices have become ubiquitous
among people living in nations with developed economies.
When a problem occurs, a mobile communication device may
be serviced by customer care representatives, for example by
a representative in a retail outlet that sells mobile communi-
cation devices. Information about the original manufacturing
of'the device, the initial configuration of the device, and/or the
current configuration of the device may desirably be deter-
mined to assist a representative in troubleshooting and/or
repairing the device. Some mobile communication devices
provide such manufacturing and initial configuration infor-
mation encoded in graphics, for example bar codes, that are
affixed to the device, for example inside a battery compart-
ment and behind a battery of the device. Other information
about the current configuration of the mobile communication
device may be looked up or accessed from a data base via a
work station operated by the representative, for example by
providing information identifying the subject device such as
an electronic serial number (ESN), a mobile station identity
(MSID), a phone number, or other identifying information
obtained from the graphics affixed inside the battery compart-
ment and/or provided by a user of the device.

A mobile communication device, for example a mobile
phone, may pass through a number of states from initial
manufacturing to termination ofthe device, for example when
melted down to harvest precious metals. A device may be
provided to a first owner and activated for wireless commu-
nication services. The device may be deactivated and returned
to a refurbishing center. The device may then be provided to
a second owner and activated for wireless communication
services, possibly services associated with a different brand
or service provider. The device may cycle through these states
any number of times. Ultimately the device may be deacti-
vated and terminated.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, a method of maintaining a biographical
digest of information stored in a radio frequency identity chip
communicatively coupled to a motherboard of a mobile com-
munication device is disclosed. The method comprises deter-
mining inception information about the inception of the
mobile communication device by reading information stored
inside the mobile communication device and encoding the
inception information, wherein encoding the inception infor-
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mation is performed by a biographical digest software layer
stored in a memory of the mobile communication device and
executed by a processor of the mobile communication device.
The method further comprises writing the encoded inception
information into a static portion of the biographical digest of
the radio frequency identity chip that is communicatively
coupled to the motherboard of the mobile communication
device, wherein writing the encoded inception information
into the static portion is performed by the biographical digest
software layer and, after writing the encoded inception infor-
mation to the static portion of the biographical digest, dis-
abling by the biographical digest software layer write access
to the static portion of the biographical digest. The method
further comprises, in response to a triggering event, determin-
ing current information about the configuration of the mobile
communication device by reading information stored inside
the mobile communication device and encoding the current
information about the configuration of the mobile communi-
cation device, wherein encoding the current information is
performed by the biographical digest software layer. The
method further comprises writing the encoded current infor-
mation into a dynamic portion of the biographical digest of
the radio frequency identity chip, wherein writing the
encoded current information into the dynamic portion is per-
formed by the biographical digest software layer. The incep-
tion information comprises at least three of a federal commu-
nications commission (FCC) identity, a device model
identity, an initial hardware version identity, a manufacturer
identity, a country of manufacturing identity (e.g., the identity
of'the country in which the device was manufactured), a date
of manufacture, an identity of a location of manufacture, an
initial software version identity, an initial preferred roaming
list (PRL) identity, an original stock keeping unit (SKU)
number or identity, and an original universal product code
(UPC). The current information comprises at least three of a
current software version identity, a current preferred roaming
list identity, a current stock keeping unit identity or number, a
current universal product code, a current device status, a
communication subscription service activation date, a phone
number, a current mobile equipment identity (MEID), a cur-
rent international mobile station equipment identity, a current
communication service provider identity, and a current com-
munication service brand identity.

In another embodiment, a method of performing a confi-
dential transaction initiated from a mobile communication
device coupled to a radio frequency identity (RFID) chip that
stores a biographical digest of information is disclosed. The
method comprises receiving the biographical digest of infor-
mation read from the radio frequency identity chip coupled to
the mobile communication device by a near field communi-
cation (NFC) scanner, receiving a security key from the
mobile communication device via a wireless link between the
mobile communication device and a base transceiver station,
and decrypting at least a part of the biographical digest of
information using the security key received via the wireless
link. The method further comprises comparing identifying
information present in the decrypted part of the biographical
digest of information to identifying information associated
with the mobile communication device, and when the identi-
fying information correlates, completing the confidential
transaction initiated by the mobile communication device.
The biographical digest of information comprises inception
information that is maintained in a static state by a biographi-
cal digest software layer of the mobile communication device
and current information that is updated by the biographical
digest software layer of the mobile communication device.
The inception information comprises at least three of a fed-
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eral communications commission (FCC) identity, a device
model identity, an initial hardware version identity, a manu-
facturer identity, a country of manufacturing identity (e.g., the
identity of the country in which the device was manufac-
tured), a date of manufacture, an identity of a location of
manufacture, an initial software version identity, an initial
preferred roaming list (PRL) identity, an original stock keep-
ing unit (SKU) number or identity, and an original universal
product code (UPC). The current information comprises at
least three of a current software version identity, a current
preferred roaming list identity, a current stock keeping unit
identity or number, a current universal product code, a current
device status, a communication subscription service activa-
tion date, a phone number, a current mobile equipment iden-
tity (MEID), a current international mobile station equipment
identity, a current communication service provider identity,
and a current communication service brand identity.

In an embodiment, yet another method of managing a
lifecycle of a mobile communication device based on a bio-
graphical digest of information stored in a radio frequency
identity chip communicatively coupled to a motherboard of
the mobile communication device is disclosed. The method
comprises encoding current information about the configura-
tion of the mobile communication device, wherein encoding
the current information is performed by a biographical digest
software layer stored in a memory of the mobile communi-
cation device and executed by a processor of the mobile
communication device. The current information comprises a
current device status and at least two of a current software
version identity, a current preferred roaming list identity, a
current stock keeping unit identity or number, a current uni-
versal product code, a communication subscription service
activation date, a phone number, a current mobile equipment
identity (MEID), a current international mobile station equip-
ment identity, a current communication service provider
identity, and a current communication service brand identity.
The method further comprises writing the encoded current
information into a dynamic portion of the biographical digest
of the radio frequency identity chip, wherein writing the
encoded current information into the dynamic portion is per-
formed by the biographical digest software layer. The method
further comprises detecting an end of lifecycle event by the
biographical digest software layer, in response to detecting
the end of lifecycle event, setting the current device status in
the dynamic portion of the biographical digest to terminated
by the biographical digest software layer, and based on the
terminated status of the current device status, blocking access
to a cellular radio transceiver of the mobile communication
device.

These and other features will be more clearly understood
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure, reference is now made to the following brief description,
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings and
detailed description, wherein like reference numerals repre-
sent like parts.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a communication system
according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 2A is a diagram of a biographical digest according to
an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 2B is a diagram of a static portion of a biographical
digest according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
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FIG. 2Cis adiagram of a dynamic portion of a biographical
digest according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of a communication device life-
cycle according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of a method according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of another method according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of yet another method according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of another method according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of another method according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart of another method according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 10 is an illustration of a handset according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a handset according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 12A is a block diagram of a software architecture of a
handset according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 12B is a block diagram of another software architec-
ture of a handset according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a computer system according
to an embodiment of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It should be understood at the outset that although illustra-
tive implementations of one or more embodiments are illus-
trated below, the disclosed systems and methods may be
implemented using any number of techniques, whether cur-
rently known or not yet in existence. The disclosure should in
no way be limited to the illustrative implementations, draw-
ings, and techniques illustrated below, but may be modified
within the scope of the appended claims along with their full
scope of equivalents.

Obtaining information about a mobile communication
device may be desirable at numerous points in the life of the
device. It is useful to be able to quickly and automatically
identify and determine manufacturing information and con-
figuration information about devices in a distribution center
or order fulfillment center, for example to quickly scan all the
devices stored in a master carton on a palette in a warehouse.
Itisuseful to be able to quickly and automatically identify and
determine manufacturing information and configuration
information about devices in a customer service environment,
for example in a retail store where wireless communication
subscribers might take their device to have a problem diag-
nosed and repaired.

In the case of determining information about a device at a
retail store, devices in the past often provided some of this
information in one or more bar codes under the removable
battery. Devices, however, are evolving to non-removable
batteries (that is, not removable by an end user or a customer
service representative in a retail store), and providing a bar
code behind the battery cover may not be useful to customer
service representatives in determining this information under
those circumstances. Putting the graphical information on an
exterior of the device is not an aesthetically acceptable alter-
native. It is understood that quickly and automatically deter-
mining this information about mobile communication
devices from a sizeable assemblage of devices in a shipping
box on a palette in a warehouse may not be practicable using
the bar coded information. Additionally, even in the current
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system employing bar codes that are readily accessible, the
bar codes may be smudged or torn over time and hence may
not be readable by a bar code scanner. When a store employee
attempts to enter in the bar code number manually, for
example by typing the numbers in using a keyboard, the
employee may make errors. Even if no errors occur while
entering the bar code number, the process may be slow and
tedious, diminishing the customer satisfaction with the retail
store and/or the wireless service provider or brand associated
with the mobile communication device.

The present disclosure teaches a new system for making
this information about a mobile communication device easily
and automatically available for scanning. Note that bar codes
may continue to be provided in an interior of the mobile
communication device, notwithstanding the teachings of the
present disclosure, as a back-up measure. The information
may be stored in a radio frequency identity (RFID) chip
coupled to the device. The information stored in the RFID
chip may include information about the manufacturing of the
device, information about an initial configuration of the
device, as well as information about a current configuration of
the device. In an embodiment, the information stored in the
RFID chip is not used to drive the behavior of the device, as
for example applications on the device reading from the RFID
chip to select between different execution paths based on the
read parameter values. [tis contemplated that the applications
instead will read parameters stored in conventional memory
of the device to determine their execution paths and that the
information stored in the RFID chip will be read by external
scanners.

This information may be referred to as a biographical
digest. As the device is modified, for example as a new pre-
ferred roaming list (PRL) is configured into a mobile phone,
the RFID chip information may be correspondingly updated
to remain current and accurate. The information stored in the
RFID chip may be read by an appropriate scanning device
even when the device is turned off, when the battery of the
device is depleted, or when the battery of the device is not
installed, as for example when the device is stowed in its
original shipping box and its battery is not installed prior to
initial distribution to a user. For example, a near field com-
munication (NFC) scanner may radiate an energizing radio
field from which the RFID chip may derive energizing power,
even when no power is provided to the RFID chip from a
battery in the device. The information stored in the RFID chip
brings together in one location information that may currently
be stored in separate disparate memory locations in the
mobile communication device and/or distributed across mul-
tiple separate systems.

The RFID chip may be electrically coupled to the device,
for example wired to receive power from a battery of the
device, at least in some modes of operation, and wired to be
communicatively coupled to a processor of the device and/or
to a data bus, to an address bus, and/or to a memory bus of the
device. For further details about an RFID chip electrically
coupled to the mobile communication device, see U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/857,139, filed Apr. 4, 2013, entitled
“Radio Frequency Identity (RFID) Chip Electrically and
Communicatively Coupled to Motherboard of Mobile Com-
munication Device,” by Kevin R. Cordes, et al., which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

In an embodiment, the RFID chip may be read from by an
NFC scanner or other near field communication device and
written to by the processor and/or the data bus of the device.
For example, in an embodiment, the processor may assert one
ormore addresses mapped to the RFID chip on an address bus

10

20

25

35

40

45

50

6

of the device and write to memory storage within the RFID
chip over a data bus of the device.

The information about the mobile communication device
stored in the RFID chip is desirably partitioned into a static
portion and a dynamic portion. The static portion contains
information that does not change over the entire lifecycle of
the device, for example an identity of a manufacturer of the
device, a location of manufacturing of the device, an initial
hardware version of the device, an initial software version of
the device, and the like. The dynamic portion contains infor-
mation that may change over the lifecycle of the device, for
example a current hardware version of the device, a current
software version of the device, a current preferred roaming
list (PRL) of the device, a phone number of the device, a
lifecycle state of the device, and the like. At the end of the life
of the device, the dynamic portion may also be rendered
non-writeable to prevent further writing and/or modification
of the dynamic portion.

The present disclosure further teaches a new biographical
digest software layer and/or biographical digest control layer
that mediates write access to the RFID chip, for example an
RFID chip that is electrically coupled to a motherboard of the
mobile communication device. In an embodiment, the bio-
graphical digest software layer may be implemented by an
application that executes on-top of the operating system (e.g.,
executes as an application that invokes system calls to func-
tions provided by the operating system of the mobile com-
munication device to perform its functions, for example
invokes low-level operating system code and/or driver soft-
ware to address the RFID chip, write to the RFID chip, and/or
read from the RFID chip). Alternatively, in an embodiment
the biographical digest software layer may be encapsulated in
or integrated with the operating system of the mobile com-
munication device. Alternatively, the biographical digest
software layer may comprise one or more components, func-
tions, scripts, and/or libraries that may be invoked or linked
into other applications that desire to write to the RFID chip. In
any of these cases, when a different application or component
of the mobile communication device attempts to write to the
RFID chip, for example to write to the biographical digest
information stored by the RFID chip, that application or
component is obliged to request the biographical digest soft-
ware layer to perform the write on its behalf.

In the manufacturing stage and/or before shipping to a
distribution center and/or order fulfillment center, the bio-
graphical digest software layer determines the information
associated with the static portion of the biographical digest,
encodes this information appropriately, and writes the
encoded information into the static portion of the biographi-
cal digest in the RFID chip. In an embodiment, the encoded
information may be encrypted before the encrypted encoded
information is written into the static portion of the biographi-
cal digest in the RFID chip. In an embodiment, the biographi-
cal digest software layer may determine the information asso-
ciated with the static portion of the biographical digest by
reading from a plurality of parameters stored in the mobile
communication device. In an embodiment, at least some of
the information associated with the static portion of the bio-
graphical digest may be provided to the biographical digest
software layer by an external source, such as a manufacturing
fixture and/or a workstation, that indicates manufacturing
information such as a country in which the mobile commu-
nication device is manufactured, a location of a factory where
the mobile communication device is manufactured, an assem-
bly line on which the mobile communication device is
assembled, a date on which the mobile communication device
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is assembled, and like information about the inception of the
device. Such information may be referred to as inception
information in some contexts.

After writing the encoded information and/or encrypted
encoded information to the static portion of the biographical
digest of the RFID chip, the biographical digest software
layer may command that the write access to the static portion
be disabled in the RFID chip hardware, for example by com-
manding a manufacturing fixture to which the mobile com-
munication device is coupled to blow fuses in the write lines
of'the RFID chip. Alternatively, the biographical digest soft-
ware layer may store a state variable indicating that the static
portion has been written to, and the biographical digest soft-
ware layer may block any future attempts to write to the static
portion of the biographical digest, thereby disabling write
access to the static portion of the biographical digest of the
RFID chip.

In an embodiment, the biographical digest software layer
may verify and/or validate that the encoded and/or encrypted
encoded information has been correctly written to the static
portion of the biographical digest by reading back from the
static portion and comparing to the determined a correlation
with what is expected to be written. If the stored information
disagrees with what the biographical digest software layer
expects to be written there, the biographical digest software
layer may rewrite the encoded and/or encrypted encoded
information to the static portion of the biographical digest on
the RFID chip. The biographical digest software layer may
not disable the write access to the static portion until after the
static portion has been validated in this manner.

The biographical digest software layer may also determine
information associated with the dynamic portion of the bio-
graphical digest, encode that information, and write the
encoded information to the dynamic portion of the biographi-
cal digest of the RFID chip. In an embodiment, the biographi-
cal digest software layer may encrypt the encoded informa-
tion and write the encrypted encoded information to the
dynamic portion of the biographical digest. The biographical
digest software layer may write to the dynamic portion of the
biographical digest of the RFID chip before the mobile com-
munication device is shipped to the distribution center and/or
order fulfillment center and also in response to trigger events
thereafter. Trigger events may include, for example, an update
of software and/or firmware on the mobile communication
device. A trigger may be generated on a periodic interval. In
response to such a trigger event, the biographical digest soft-
ware layer may analyze the current configuration of the
mobile communication device, for example from reading
parameter values stored on the mobile communication
device, encode the information associated with the dynamic
portion of the biographical digest, and write the encoded
information to the dynamic portion of the biographical digest
of the RFID chip.

The biographical digest software layer may promote the
use of the RFID chip in a kind of two factor authentication
when the mobile communication device is used in a sensitive
transaction, such as the distribution of confidential informa-
tion and/or an electronic payment based on a credit card. The
confidential information may be medical records, biometric
values, financial information, personal information, or other
sensitive information. The biographical digest software layer
may have encrypted the biographical digest information. A
near field communication scanner may read the biographical
digest information from the RFID chip and send the
encrypted information to a backend. The biographical digest
software layer may provide an encryption key to the backend
so that the biographical digest information can be decrypted.
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The decrypted biographical digest information can be used in
association with other information, for example an identity of
the mobile communication device known to the radio access
network and/or to the wireless communication service pro-
vider to authenticate in two ways the proffered credit card of
other payment information before completing a payment
transaction or other transfer of confidential information.

The biographical digest software layer may write a device
status parameter of the dynamic portion of the biographical
digest of the RFID chip to a “terminated” or a “dead” value
when the mobile communication device has been designated
for disposal. The biographical digest software layer may
thereafter block any attempts by other applications on the
mobile communication device to access the cellular radio
transceiver or other radio transceivers of the mobile commu-
nications device. In an embodiment, the biographical digest
software layer provides an exception to this rule when an
attempt to originate a 911 type call is made. Alternatively, the
biographical digest software layer may invoke services of a
hardware driver of the mobile communication device to block
such attempts to access the cellular radio transceiver. For
example, the biographical digest software layer may set a
configuration parameter on the mobile communication
device that is used by firmware that is involved in making
calls or otherwise using the cellular radio transceiver in com-
munications. The subject firmware may then provide the
described functionality of blocking attempts to communicate
using the cellular radio transceiver, possibly making an
exception for calls determined to be 911 calls. Access to
writing this parameter may be restricted to the biographical
digest software layer, for example by the operating system.

Alternatively, the biographical digest software layer may
simply block attempts to reprovision the mobile communica-
tion device for wireless communication services. In an
embodiment, firmware installed in the mobile communica-
tion device may provide functionality for automated activa-
tion of wireless communication service for the mobile com-
munication device. If the biographical digest software layer,
when the dead device status or terminated device status is set
in the biographical digest, causes the activation firmware to
be inoperable, activation of the wireless communication ser-
vice may be prevented. Yet other processes for enforcing the
terminated state of the mobile communication device by the
biographical digest software layer are contemplated by the
disclosure.

The use of an RFID chip to store the information about the
mobile communication device described in summary above
can provide a number of advantages. A number of mobile
communication devices may be scanned quickly and auto-
matically through a master carton containing the mobile com-
munication devices in their individual shipping boxes (with
no battery installed in the devices) in a distribution center
and/or fulfillment center. A mobile communication device
presented for service at a retail store can be quickly and
automatically scanned to obtain information useful for pro-
viding customer service. When the mobile communication
device is returned for refurbishment or for final disposal, a
device status of “refurbish” or “terminate” may be written to
the RFID chip from an NFC scanner/writer. A mobile com-
munication device having a “terminate” device status written
in its RFID chip may be prevented from reactivation.

Turning now to FIG. 1, a system 100 is described. In an
embodiment, the system 100 comprises a mobile communi-
cation device 102. The mobile communication device 102
comprises a radio frequency identity (RFID) chip 104 that
comprises a biographical digest 106, a near field communi-
cation (NFC) transceiver 108, an RFID antenna 110, and a
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logic processor 116. In an embodiment, the RFID chip 104 is
connected or communicatively coupled to a mother board or
circuit board of the mobile device 102 and is connected or
communicatively coupled to one or more of a memory bus, a
data bus, and/or an address bus of the mother board.

The mobile communication device 102 may further com-
prise a memory 118, a central processing unit (CPU) 120, a
cellular transceiver 122, and a general purpose near field
communication transceiver 124. The biographical digest 106
may be abstractly considered to be part of the memory 118 or
part of the memory map of the mobile communication device
102, because the biographical digest 106, via the mediation of
an application 126, may be addressable on an address bus and
readable via a data bus and/or a memory bus of the mobile
communication device 102.

The general purpose NFC transceiver 124 may be used for
completing point-of-sale (POS) transactions, for obtaining
access to a building via a handshake with an electronic entry
scanner, for paying mass transit system fares, and for other
transactions or exchanges of confidential information associ-
ated with application layer functionality visible to a user of
the device 102. For further details about a radio frequency
identity chip that is communicatively coupled to a mother-
board of a mobile communication device, see U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/857,139, filed Apr. 4, 2013, entitled
“Radio Frequency identity (RFID) Chip FElectrically and
Communicatively Coupled to Motherboard of Mobile Com-
munication Device,” by Kevin R. Cordes, et al., which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

The cellular transceiver 122 may communicate with a net-
work 134 via a wireless communication link that may be
established with a base transceiver station 132 that is com-
municatively coupled to the network 134. The wireless com-
munication link may be established in accordance with any of
a code division multiple access (CDMA) wireless protocol, a
global system for mobile communication (GSM) wireless
protocol, a long term evolution (LTE) wireless protocol, a
worldwide interoperability for microwave access (WiMAX)
wireless protocol, or other cellular communication wireless
protocol. The wireless communication link between the cel-
Iular transceiver 122 and the base transceiver station 132 may
support voice communication and/or data communication.
These communication modes may include voice-to-voice
communication, short message service (SMS) communica-
tion, multimedia message service (MMS) communication,
email communication, HTTP communication such as retriev-
ing hypertext markup language (HTML) content from a web
server or other content server.

The network 134 may comprise one or more private net-
works, one or more public networks, and/or a combination
thereof. It is understood that the system 100 may comprise
any number of base transceiver stations 132 and any number
of mobile devices 102. In an embodiment, a service station
136 such as a retail store clerk work station or a customer care
work station may be communicatively coupled to the network
134. In an embodiment, a server computer 137 may be
coupled to the network 134 and able to communicate to the
mobile communication device 102 via the network 134 and
the base transceiver station 132.

In an embodiment, a near field communication (NFC)
scanner 130 may be communicatively coupled to the network
134. The NFC scanner 130 may provide an energizing radio
field to activate and/or provide power to the RFID chip 104
and may read information from the RFID chip 104, for
example may read the biographical digest 106 and/or the
information contained in the biographical digest 106 from the
RFID chip 104. The NFC scanner 130 communicates with the
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RFID chip 104 using near field communications. As used
herein, near field communications employed by the NFC
scanner 130 may be limited to relatively short distance, for
example less than about 20 inches or less than about 10
inches. At the same time, the present disclosure contemplates
use of a NFC scanner 130 that may communicate using stron-
ger fields that are effective over greater distances and/or that
are able to penetrate cardboard master shipping cartons and/
or individual shipping containers for mobile communication
devices. Because the NFC scanner 130 may provide the ener-
gizing radio field, the RFID chip 104 may be scanned by the
NFC scanner 130 even when the mobile communication
device 102 is turned off, when a battery (not shown) of the
device 102 is not installed, and/or when the battery of the
device 102 is discharged. In an embodiment, the NFC scanner
130 may be able to write into a storage location of the RFID
chip 104 that is separate from the biographical digest 106, and
the application 126 may read the information written into the
storage location of the RFID chip 104 by the NFC scanner
130.

In an embodiment, the biographical digest 106 comprises
information about the mobile communication device 102, for
example a manufacturer identity, a device model identity, an
initial hardware version identity, an initial software version
identity, an initial preferred roaming list identity, a current
software version identity, a current preferred roaming list
identity, and other information about the device 102. The
biographical digest 106 may comprise a static portion 112
and a dynamic portion 114. The biographical digest 106 may
be stored in a memory portion of the RFID chip 104, for
example a semiconductor memory portion. In an embodi-
ment, the biographical digest 106 may be stored in an
encrypted form.

In an embodiment, the memory area corresponding to the
static portion 112 may be physically separated from the
memory area corresponding to the dynamic portion 114.
Alternatively, the static portion 112 and the dynamic portion
114 may not be physically separated, but the write function-
ality of the static portion 112 may be separately configured
and/or controlled from the write functionality of the dynamic
portion 114. In either case, the separation of the memory area
corresponding to the static portion 112 from the memory area
corresponding to the dynamic portion 114 may be referred to
as bifurcated memory or a bifurcation of at least a portion of
the memory storage of the RFID chip 104.

After the static portion 112 is written to, for example upon
completion of the manufacturing cycle of the device 102, the
write functionality for the static portion 112 may be disabled,
for example by blowing fuses in the write lines associated
with the static portion 112 while leaving intact the fuses in the
corresponding write lines associated with the dynamic por-
tion 114. The fuses in the write lines associated with the
dynamic portion 114 may be blown at an end of a lifecycle of
the device 102, for example when the device has transitioned
to a dead or terminated status. Alternatively, the writing to the
static portion 112 may be prevented by a biographical digest
software layer and/or application, for example an application
126 described further hereinafter, that mediates write access
to the static portion 112. In an embodiment, the static portion
112 may be partially written to after the initial writing, for
example in the case where some or all of the static informa-
tion is stored in memory 118 that has experienced a hardware
failure. The hardware failure may be detected, for example by
an application 126 described below, and the static portion 112
rewritten, possibly mapped into a different portion of the
static portion 112 to avoid the failed memory locations.
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In an embodiment, information that is contained in the
static portion 112 remains constant and unchanged over the
life of the mobile device 102 while the information that is
contained in the dynamic portion 114 of the biographical
digest 106 may change, for example as revised software,
firmware, provisioning information, and configuration infor-
mation is installed on the mobile device 102. The contents of
the biographical digest 106, the static portion 112, and the
dynamic portion 114 are discussed in more detail below with
reference to FIG. 2.

An application 126 may be stored in the memory 118 and
executed by the central processing unit 120 to write to the
dynamic portion 114 of the biographical digest 106 via one or
more buses of the mobile device 102. The application 126
may provide a biographical digest software layer. It is under-
stood that in an embodiment, the functionality of the appli-
cation 126 as described herein may be provided at least in part
by an operating system of the mobile communication device
102 and/or by an application embedded in the operating sys-
tem of the mobile communication device 102.

The application 126 may implement and/or enforce rules
for accessing and interacting with the biographical digest
106. The application 126 may implement control rules or a
control system for managing the biographical digest 106 over
the lifecycle of the device 102. The application 126 may
manage and/or mediate all write accesses to the biographical
digest 106. Other applications executing on the mobile com-
munication device 102 may attempt to write to the biographi-
cal digest 106 by invoking methods provided by the applica-
tion 126, for example by an application programming
interface (API) of the application 126 or by operating system
calls supported and implemented by the application 126.

The application 126 prohibits attempts of other applica-
tions to write to the static portion 112 of the biographical
digest 106 of the RFID chip 104. The application 126 may
itself write to the static portion 112 of the biographical digest
106 of the RFID chip 104 on inception of the mobile com-
munication device 102, for example during the manufactur-
ing phase of the device 102. After having written the static
portion 112 of the biographical digest 106, the application
126 may cause write lines of the static portion 112 to be
disabled, for example by commanding a manufacturing fix-
ture to blow one or more fuses in the write lines of the static
portion 112. Alternatively, the application 126 may set a
parameter in a memory location or parameter component of
the device 102 that indicates the static portion 112 has been
written to, and thereafter, based on this parameter value, the
application 126 will refuse any request to write to the static
portion 112.

To write to the static portion 112, the application 126 may
read from a plurality of storage locations in the memory
and/or from flags associated with other components of the
device 102 to determine an initial state of the device 102. The
application 126 may further be provided with information
from an outside device, for example a manufacturing fixture
or manufacturing workstation, which may indicate informa-
tion about the manufacturing itself, for example a country
where the device 102 is manufactured, a factory where the
device 102 is manufactured, a date of manufacture, an assem-
bly line on which the device 102 was manufactured, and the
like. The application 126 may encode the information and
write it to the static portion 112. In an embodiment, the
application 126 may further encrypt the encoded information
using an encryption key that the application 126 maintains
before writing to the static portion 112.

The application 126 may further determine information
about the current state or configuration of the mobile com-
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munication device 102, encode this information, and write it
to the dynamic portion 114 of the biographical digest 106 of
the RFID chip 104. As with the static portion 112, the appli-
cation 126 may encrypt the encoded information about the
current state and write the encrypted information about the
current state into the dynamic portion 114 of the biographical
digest 106 of the RFID chip 104. The application 126 may
encrypt the static portion 112 and the dynamic portion 114
with the same encryption key. Alternatively, in an embodi-
ment, the application 126 may encrypt the static portion 112
with a first encryption key and encrypt the dynamic portion
114 with a second encryption key, wherein the first encryp-
tion key is different from the second encryption key.

The application 126 may determine and write to the
dynamic portion 114 when a triggering event occurs. The
present disclosure contemplates the application 126 deter-
mining and writing information to the dynamic portion 114 in
response to a variety of different trigger events. Trigger events
may be generated by the application 126 or by a different
application on the mobile communication device 102 on a
periodic basis, for example hourly, daily, weekly, or some
other periodic basis.

In an embodiment, the application 126 may compare the
periodically encoded current information to the information
stored in the dynamic portion 114 of the biographical digest
106 of the RFID chip 104 before writing to that dynamic
portion 114. If the encoded information read from the
dynamic portion 114 matches the encoded information deter-
mined based on reading from current parameters, the appli-
cation 126 may omit writing to the dynamic portion 114 ofthe
biographical digest 106 ofthe RFID chip 104, thereby saving
processor time and possibly conserving a limited number of
write cycles the RFID chip 104 is able to sustain.

Trigger events may be generated by asynchronous events
onthe mobile communication device 102, for example update
events triggered by actors external to the mobile communi-
cation device 102. For example, the mobile communication
device 102 may be requested to retrieve an over-the-air-up-
date from an OMA database, and the completion of down-
loading the OMA update may generate a triggering event. In
this manner, the application 126 may keep the dynamic por-
tion 114 of the biographical digest 106 of the RFID chip 104
maintained with current information. For example, if the
mobile communication device 102 is caused to install a new
software version, a trigger can be generated to cause the
application 126 to re-determine current information about the
configuration of the mobile communication device 102,
encode that information, optionally encrypt the encoded
information, and write the encoded or encrypted encoded
information to the dynamic portion 114, where that newly
determined current information includes an identity of the
newly downloaded and installed software version. In an
embodiment, the RFID chip 104 and/or the application 126
may expect an authorization key or token as a precondition for
writing to the dynamic portion of the biographical digest.

In an embodiment, the processor 120 may transmit data to
the RFID chip 104 to be written to the biographical digest
106, for example to the dynamic portion 114, over a data bus
of'the device 102. The processor 120 may transmit data to the
RFID chip 104 by invoking and executing the application
126. The logic processor 116 may receive the data from the
data bus of the device 102 and write it to the dynamic portion
114. In an embodiment, the processor 120 and/or the appli-
cation 126 may parse the data to extract an authorization key
and/or authorization token, validate the authorization key or
token, and, provided the authorization key or token success-
fully validates, write the data to the dynamic portion 114.
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Alternatively, the logic processor 116 may validate an autho-
rization key or token before writing data to the dynamic
portion 114.

Data that is written by the processor 120 to the dynamic
portion 114 may be transmitted to the mobile device 102 from
a device coupled to the network 134 via the base transceiver
station 132. For example, the service station 136 may transmit
data to the processor 120 to write to the dynamic portion 114.
The service station 136 may transmit, for example, data that
resets error codes encoded in the dynamic portion 114 of the
biographical digest 106. As another example, a software
update may be performed over the air, and a remote manage-
ment server (not show) of a wireless communication service
provider that is coupled to the network 134 may transmit data
that revises a current software version of the dynamic portion
114 of the biographical digest 106.

Data may be read from the RFID chip 104 by the NFC
scanner 130. The NFC scanner 130 may parse the biographi-
cal digest 106 into the static portion 112 and/or the dynamic
portion 114 and extract the information encoded and/or
encapsulated in the biographical digest 106. Alternatively, the
NFC scanner 130 may provide the biographical digest 106
intact to a server computer 137 that is communicatively
coupled to the NFC scanner 130 via the network 134, and that
server 137 may parse, extract, and analyze the biographical
digest. Alternatively, the NFC scanner 130 may be coupled to
or integrated with a portable computer (not shown). The
information obtained from the biographical digest 106 may
be used in a variety of ways as further illustrated with refer-
ence to use cases described below.

The mobile communication device 102 may be any of a
mobile phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a media
player, a laptop computer, a notebook computer, a tablet
computer, a removable wireless interface component, a head
unit or telematics unit configured for installation into a
vehicle, or other mobile communication device. The service
station 136 and/or the NFC scanner 130 may be implemented
as computers. Computer systems are described in detail here-
inafter.

Turning now to FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B, and FIG. 2C, further
details of the biographical digest 106 are described. The term
‘biographical’ is employed to suggest that the information
contained is biographical and tells a story about the device
102. This story comprises information about the current state
of the device 102 as well as about the birth or origins of the
device 102. The information about the birth or origins of the
device 102 are stored in the static portion 112 and is intended
to remain constant, fixed, and unchanged over the life of the
device 102. The information about the current state of the
device 102 are store in the dynamic portion 114 and is
intended to be updated and modified as the state of the device
102 changes, for example as the software of the device 102 is
changed, as the device 102 is rebranded, as the communica-
tion service associated with the device 102 changes, and as
other like changes occur. The term ‘digest’ is used to imply
that the information may be combined or digested into a
compact and/or encoded form suitable for storing, writing,
and reading efficiently.

In an embodiment, the biographical digest 106 may com-
prise from about 200 characters of information to about 500
characters of information. It will be appreciated, however,
that the teachings of the present disclosure are applicable to a
biographical digest 106 of any size. As semiconductor manu-
facturing technology and radio frequency identity chip manu-
facturing technology evolve and improve, it would be
expected that the size of the biographical digest 106 may
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increase with increased processing power and/or increased
memory storage capacity of the radio frequency identity chip
state-of-the-art.

In an embodiment, the static portion 112 may comprise
information indicating one or more of a federal communica-
tions commission (FCC) identity, a device model identity, an
initial hardware version identity, a manufacturer identity, a
country of manufacturing identity (e.g., the identity of the
country in which the device was manufactured), a date of
manufacture, an identity of a location of manufacture, an
initial software version identity, an initial preferred roaming
list (PRL) identity, an original stock keeping unit (SKU)
number or identity, and/or an original universal product code
(UPC). It isunderstood that other information associated with
the initial state of condition of the device 102 may also be
stored in the static portion 112, for example test results,
inspector identity, assembly line identity, and the like.

Inan embodiment, the static portion 112 may comprise one
or more initial security keys and/or authorization keys, for
example a trusted security zone master key, a secure element
(SE) key, or other security and/or authorization keys. Such
keys or tokens may be stored in an encrypted form. A trusted
security zone may be installed on the mobile communication
device 102 to provide a hardware assisted security, for
example based on either separate processors or separate vir-
tual processors.

The static portion 112 may be writeable only during a
manufacturing stage of the device 102. Upon completion of
the manufacturing, the write access to the static portion 112
may desirably be blocked, for example fuses in the data write
lines coupled to the static portion 112 may be blown, thereby
isolating the write inputs of the static portion 112. Alterna-
tively, the static portion 112 may be disabled for writing in
another way. In an embodiment, the application 126 may
enforce the block on writing to the static portion 112. The
manufacturing process may comprise writing to the static
portion 112, verifying the accuracy of the information written
to the static portion 112, and only then disabling writing to the
static portion 112.

In an embodiment, the dynamic portion 114 may comprise
information indicating one or more of a current software
version identity, a current preferred roaming list identity, a
current stock keeping unit identity or number, a current uni-
versal product code, a current device status, a communication
subscription service activation date, a phone number, a cur-
rent mobile equipment identity (MEID), a current interna-
tional mobile station equipment identity, a current communi-
cation service provider identity, a current communication
service brand identity, and other information about the cur-
rent state and/or configuration of the device 102 and/or its
communication service plan.

The device status may assume a number of values such as
new, refurbished, activated, dead or terminated, and/or other
values. The device status may be employed by the device 102
to control operation modes of the device 102. For example, if
the device status has been set to dead or terminated, the device
102 may not allow itself to attempt to connect to the base
transceiver station 132 or to perform any other kind of radio
communication. The device 102 in the dead or terminated
status may further prevent presentation on a display of the
device 102 or responding to inputs of any control input of the
device 102. The device status may be associated with a life-
cycle of the device 102 described below with reference to
FIG. 3.

In an embodiment, the dynamic portion 114 may further
comprise error codes. For example, as different processing
errors or communications failures are experienced by the
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device 102, the application 126 may determine an error code
associated with the condition and write this into an error
codes portion of the dynamic portion 114. The error codes
may comprise a concatenation of one or more error codes. For
example, an error code may comprise an error identity and
optionally further information about the error. The error
codes may be indefinitely extendable by adding more error
codes, as errors occur, at the tail end of the error codes. In an
embodiment, a specific error code may be repeated in the
error codes as often as the error has occurred. Alternatively, a
specific error code may only be allowed to appear once in the
error codes.

Alternatively, the error codes may comprise a vector where
each element of the vector corresponds to a given error con-
dition, and if the element is set, one or more instances of the
corresponding specific error has been experienced by the
device 102 and if the element is not set, no instance of the
corresponding specific error has been experienced by the
device 102. The error codes may be reset to an initial state
indicating no errors have occurred, for example by a customer
service representative after reading the error codes. The error
codes may be used by a customer service representative to
promote troubleshooting and correcting any problems that
the device 102 may have.

In an embodiment, the dynamic portion 114 may comprise
a counter that indicates how many times the dynamic portion
114 and/or the biographical digest 106 has been written to.
Some RFID chip 104 may be specified as able to sustain a
limited number of read cycles, and the counter may be used to
identify when the RFID chip 104 may be reaching the end of
its reliable life. When the counter indicates that the RFID chip
104 has exceeded a threshold of reliable write cycles, the
application 126 may present a notification to a user of the
mobile communication device 102 of the condition.

In an embodiment, the biographical digest 106 desirably
may not contain any private information related to a user of
the mobile communication device 102, for example no per-
sonal address, no name, no identification number such as a
social security number or employee number. The biographi-
cal digest 106 may desirably be standardized for use across a
plurality of different models of mobile communication
devices 102 to promote using common NFC scanning equip-
ment and/or common parsing software.

One of skill in the art will appreciate that the system 100
described above may be applied in a variety of different and
useful ways. Several particular use cases are now described to
provide further insight into how the system 100 may be
applied, but it is understood that the disclosure contemplates
other applications that are not described here to avoid prolix-
ity and to promote conciseness.

In an embodiment, the system 100 may be usefully applied
in a distribution center and/or an order fulfillment center. An
order fulfillment center may receive mobile communication
devices 102 from several different original equipment manu-
facturers (OEMs). The order fulfillment center may ship these
same mobile communication devices 102 to retail stores for
selling to walk-in customers, to enterprises for distribution to
their employees for use in their day-to-day work, and to
individuals who order a single mobile communication device
102 for their personal use. The numbers and the mix of dif-
ferent models of mobile communication devices 102 that may
be shipped to these different categories of end users (or in the
case of the retail store, an intermediate user) may be different.
Inan embodiment, a large order fulfillment center may handle
between about 1 million to about 2 million mobile commu-
nication devices 102 per month. Alternatively, a smaller order
fulfillment center may handle between about 100,000 to
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about 200,000 mobile communication devices 102 per
month. The processes for handling these large volumes of
device may benefit from the use of aspects of the system 100.

For example, when such large volumes of mobile commu-
nication devices 102 are flowing through an order fulfillment
center there may be problems with pilferage. The order ful-
fillment center may place NFC scanners 130 proximate to
exits to scan the biographical digests 106 of mobile commu-
nication devices 102 that are leaving the building. A computer
coupled to the NFC scanners 130 may analyze the identity of
the mobile communication devices 102 thus scanned and
determine if any of the mobile communication devices 102
are being stolen. It is noted that the NFC scanners 130 may be
able to interrogate the RFID chip 104 associated with the
devices 102 even when the battery is not installed in the
devices 102, because the RFID chip 104 can be energized by
an energizing field radiated by the NFC scanner 130 as
described above.

It may happen that a manufacturing problem occurred and
resulted in some mobile communication devices 102 being
flawed. The problem may affect only a selected number of
mobile communication devices 102, for example devices 102
of'a specific model, manufactured on a specific assembly line
at a specific manufacturing location, on a specific date. By
using a portable NFC scanner 130 coupled to a portable
computing device that can implement a filter to identify
devices 102 that have a biographical digest 106 that is con-
sistent with the criteria described above, an order fulfillment
center worker may more rapidly and conveniently identify the
subject flawed devices 102. In the absence of the system 100
described herein, the order fulfillment center might otherwise
be obligated to remove many devices 102 from their shipping
boxes, scan the bar codes in their battery compartments to
identify which devices 102 match the described criteria.
Alternatively, perhaps the task to be performed is to identify
one or more specific devices 102 from among a number of
other devices 102 for fulfilling an order. Again, the system
100 can be applied to ease the order fulfillment process using
the NFC scanner 130 coupled to a portable computer imple-
menting a filter to identify devices 102 that have a biographi-
cal digest 106 that matches the criteria. It is noted that the
NFC scanners 130 may be able to interrogate the RFID chip
104 associated with the devices 102 even when the battery is
not installed in the devices 102, because the RFID chip 104
can be energized by an energizing field radiated by the NFC
scanner 130 as described above.

A customer retail store may offer mobile communication
devices 102 for sale as well as providing a first level of
customer care. Customers may bring a mobile communica-
tion device 102 that has one or more perceived problems to
the retail store for diagnosis and/or repair. The customer care
representative may scan the customer’s mobile communica-
tion device 102 to read the biographical digest 106. This
information may be transported to the service station 136 or
workstation that the customer care representative uses. Alter-
natively, the customer may use the NFC scanner 130 upon
entering the store, for example by tapping the device 102 in at
a customer care kiosk, before being called by the customer
care representative. The customer care representative, based
on the customer’s description of his or her perceived trouble
using the device 102 and based on the information contained
in the biographical digest 106, may be able to quickly diag-
nose the cause of the perceived trouble and recommend a
remedy or indeed fix the problem directly. It is noted that the
NFC scanners 130 may be able to interrogate the RFID chip
104 associated with the devices 102 even when the battery
installed in the devices 102 is depleted and/or when the
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devices 102 are turned off, because the RFID chip 104 can be
energized by an energizing field radiated by the NFC scanner
130 as described above.

As an additional use case, the customer may complete a
transaction for an accessory or other merchandise by tapping
their mobile communication device 102 on the NFC scanner
130, for example at a transaction kiosk, and transfer the cost
of'the purchase to his or her post-paid communication service
account or to deduct the cost of the purchase from his or her
pre-paid communication service account balance. The retail
store may link the customer payment transaction at the pay-
ment kiosk with a NFC scanner 130 at the exit to prevent
customers leaving with unpaid for merchandise. It is noted
that the NFC scanners 130 may be able to interrogate the
RFID chip 104 associated with the devices 102 even when the
battery installed in the devices 102 is depleted and/or when
the devices 102 are turned off, because the RFID chip 104 can
be energized by an energizing field radiated by the NFC
scanner 130 as described above.

The system 100 may likewise be advantageously applied in
returns and/or repair centers. The NFC scanner 130 can deter-
mine the status of the mobile communication device 102 by
scanning the biographical digest 106. It is noted that the NFC
scanner 130 may be able to interrogate the RFID chip 104
associated with the device 102 even when the battery installed
in the devices 102 is depleted and/or the device 102 is turned
off because the RFID chip 104 can be energized by an ener-
gizing field radiated by the NFC scanner 130 as described
above. The refurbishment and/or repair of the device 102 may
be completed more quickly and/or more efficiently than if a
bar code in the battery compartment instead needed to be
scanned.

Turning now to FIG. 3, a lifecycle 150 of the mobile com-
munication device 102 is described. Upon completion of the
manufacturing process the device 102 may be in the new
status. This corresponds to device inception 152. The device
102 may ship to a distribution or order fulfillment center
before being provided to end users at 154. When the device is
activated at 156, the status of the device 152 may be changed
to activated status. When the device is returned at 158, the
device 102 may be reactivated at 156 under a different set of
parameters, for example the device 102 may be rebranded
from a first service brand to a second service brand pursuant
to a change of wireless communication subscription service
by a user. Alternatively, the device 102 may be set to the
refurbish status and returned to a distribution or order fulfill-
ment center. Ultimately, the device 102 may transition to the
device termination 160 and receive the status dead or termi-
nated.

In an embodiment, the application 126 may mediate the
progress of the mobile communication device 102 through
the different phases of the lifecycle 150. In response to some
event or trigger, the application 126 may change the device
status and hence the state of the mobile communication
device 102 in the lifecycle 150. The application 126 may
generate the new device status information, encode the infor-
mation, optionally encrypt the information, and write the
encoded and/or encrypted information to the dynamic portion
114 of the biographical digest 106 of the RFID chip 104. The
application 126 may enforce or restrict transitions between
states based on rules that are programmed into or configured
into the application.

After the application 126 transitions the mobile communi-
cation device 102 to the device termination state 160 and
writes the corresponding information to the device status in
the dynamic portion 114 of the biographical digest 106, the
application 126 prohibits further writes to the dynamic por-
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tion 114. Additionally, in an embodiment, the application 126
may cause attempts to activate the cellular radio transceiver
122, the general purpose near field communication trans-
ceiver 124, or other radio transceivers of the mobile commu-
nication device 102 to fail. In an embodiment, the application
126 may make an exception in the case of an attempt to
originate an emergency call, for example a 911 call, from the
device 102.

Turning now to FIG. 4, a method 200 is described. At block
202, a biographical digest is stored in a radio frequency iden-
tity chip of a mobile communication device at the time of
manufacture of the communication device, wherein the bio-
graphical digest comprises a static portion and a dynamic
portion. In an embodiment, the static portion comprises an
identity of a model of the device, an identity of a manufacturer
of the device, an identity of a location where the device was
manufactured, and an identity of an initial software version of
the device. The static portion is write disabled by the manu-
facturer of the device, for example after writing the appropri-
ate information to the static portion. In an embodiment, the
dynamic portion comprises an identity of a current software
version of the device and an identity of a device status having
a value of new. The dynamic portion is left write enabled by
the manufacturer of the device.

At block 204, the device is activated for wireless commu-
nication service. At block 206, the dynamic portion of the
biographical digest is optionally updated. For example, a
software version identity, a preferred roaming list identity, or
other configuration information of the device is updated, and
the dynamic portion of the biographical digest is changed,
modified, written, and/or overwritten to correspond with the
change. One of skill in the art will appreciate that the pro-
cessing of block 206 may never occur, for example if the
device is never updated with different configurations or soft-
ware. Likewise, one of skill in the art will appreciate that the
processing of block 206 may occur two or more times, for
example when the device is repeatedly updated and/or recon-
figured.

At block 208, the device may progress to block 210 where
the device is deactivated for wireless communication service,
for example when the device is returned by a user. From block
210, the processing may proceed to block 204. At block 208,
ifthe device is transitioning to a terminated or dead status, the
processing proceeds to block 212. At block 212, the device
status of the dynamic portion of the biographical digest is
written to a value of dead or terminated in the RFID chip of
the device, for example the RFID chip 104. After the device
status of the dynamic portion is written to a terminated or
dead status, the dynamic portion of the biographical digest
may be disabled for writing. One of skill in the art will
appreciate that different mobile communication devices 102
may take different paths through the flow chart illustrated in
FIG. 4.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a method 220 is described. At block
222, a biographical digest is read from a radio frequency
identity chip of a mobile communication device by a near
field communication (NFC) scanner. At block 224, based on
reading the biographical digest, a computer system coupled to
the near field communication scanner determines at least
three items of information about the device selected from a
location where the device was manufactured, an initial soft-
ware version installed in the device by the manufacturer, a
current preferred roaming list (PRI) stored in the device, a
current software version installed in the device, an activation
date of the device, a phone number of the device, an interna-
tional mobile station equipment identity (IMEI) of the device,
and a mobile equipment identity (MEID) of the device. At
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block 226, based on the at least three items of information
about the device determined by the computer system, cus-
tomer service is provided to a user of the mobile communi-
cation device.

Turning now to FIG. 6, a method 240 is described. At block
242, a plurality of items of biographical device information
are combined into a biographical digest, wherein the items of
biographical information comprise at least three items of
information selected from a federal communications com-
mission (FCC) identity, a model identity, a hardware version
identity, a manufacturer identity, a country of manufacture, a
date of manufacture, a location of manufacture, an initial
software version identity, an initial preferred roaming list
(PRL) version identity, a secure element (SE) key, a trusted
security zone master key, an initial stock keeping unit (SKU)
identity, an initial universal product code (UPC) identity, a
current preferred roaming list identity, a current software
version identity, a current stock keeping unit identity, a cur-
rent universal product code identity, a device status, a device
activation date, a phone number of the device, a current inter-
national mobile station equipment identity (IMEI) of the
device, and a current mobile equipment identity (MEID) of
the device.

At block 244, write the biographical digest to a radio fre-
quency identity (RFID) chip of the mobile communication
device, wherein a portion of the biographical digest is main-
tained in a static state in the radio frequency identity chip and
a portion the biographical digest is maintained in a dynamic
state in the radio frequency identity chip. At block 246, read
the biographical digest from the radio frequency identity chip
of the mobile device by a near field communication (NFC)
scanner device. For further details of a biographical digest of
a radio frequency identity chip, see U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/857,141, filed Apr. 4, 2013, entitled “Digest of
Biographical Information for an Electronic Device with
Static and Dynamic Portions,” by Kevin R. Cordes, et al.,
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

Turning now to FIG. 7, a method 260 that may be per-
formed by a biographical digest software layer (e.g., the
application 126) stored in the memory 118 and executed by
the processor 120 or executed embedded in an operating
system of the mobile device 102 is described. At block 262,
determine by the biographical digest software layer inception
information about the inception of the mobile communication
device 102 by reading information stored inside the mobile
communication device. The inception information reflects
the initial configuration and manufacturing conditions when
the mobile communication device 102 is first manufactured
and/or assembled. Some of the inception information may be
provided to the mobile communication device 102 and/or the
biographical digest software layer by an external source, for
example a manufacturing fixture and/or workstation. At block
264, encode the inception information, wherein encoding the
inception information is performed by the biographical digest
software layer. Optionally, the encoded inception information
is encrypted with an encryption key.

At block 266, the encoded inception information (or the
encrypted encoded inception information) is written by the
biographical digest software layer into the static portion 112
of'the biographical digest 106 of the radio frequency identity
chip 104 that is communicatively coupled to the motherboard
of the mobile communication device 102. At block 268, after
writing the encoded inception information (or the encrypted
encoded inception information) to the static portion 112 of
the biographical digest 106, the biographical digest software
layer disables write access to the static portion 112 of the
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biographical digest 106. In an embodiment, the biographical
digest software layer may verity the accuracy of the static
portion 112 before disabling access to the static portion 112.
The biographical digest software layer may disable write
access by commanding a manufacturing fixture to blow fuses
in write lines associated with the static portion 112. Alterna-
tively, the biographical digest software may set a parameter or
state value in the memory 118 that indicates that the write
access to the static portion 112 is to be disabled and enforce
this write prohibition based on reading that parameter or state
variable.

At block 270, in response to a triggering event, the bio-
graphical digest software layer determines current informa-
tion about the configuration of the mobile communication
device 102 by reading information stored inside the mobile
communication device 102. The biographical digest software
layer may also read information about the current configura-
tion of the mobile communication device 102, for example
information about a current subscription plan, from a service
provider server (not shown) coupled to the network 134 via
the base transceiver station 132 and the cellular transceiver
122. At block 272, the current information about the configu-
ration of the mobile communication device 102 is encoded by
the biographical digest software layer. Optionally, the
encoded current information is encrypted by the biographical
digest software layer. At block 274, the biographical digest
software layer writes the encoded current information or the
encrypted encoded current information into the dynamic por-
tion 114 of the biographical digest 106 of the radio frequency
identity chip 104.

Turning now to FIG. 8, a method 280 is described. In an
embodiment, the method 280 may be performed by the server
computer 137 or other device in completing a transfer of
confidential information and/or in completing a payment
transaction. At block 282, receive the biographical digest 106
of information read from the radio frequency identity chip
104 coupled to the mobile communication device 102 by the
near field communication (NFC) scanner 130. At block 284,
receive a security key from the mobile communication device
102 via a wireless link between the mobile communication
device 102 and the base transceiver station 132. For example,
the mobile communication device 102 sends an encryption
key used to encrypt encoded information that is stored into the
biographical digest 106. At block 286, decrypt at least a part
of the biographical digest 106 information using the security
key received via the wireless link. At block 287, compare
identifying information present in the decrypted part of the
biographical digest 106 information to identifying informa-
tion associated with the mobile communication device. The
information associated with the mobile communication
device 102 may be provided by the mobile communication
device 102 itself when transmitting the security key or may be
known to the wireless communication network, for example a
radio access network (RAN), as a byproduct of granting the
mobile communication device 102 a wireless communication
link from the base transceiver station 132.

At block 288, when the identifying information corrobo-
rates and/or agrees, complete the confidential transaction ini-
tiated by the mobile communication device 102. This may be
referred to in some contexts as a dual factor or a two factor
authentication. A first factor may be deemed the information
identifying the mobile communication device 102, and the
second factor may be the encrypted biographical digest 106
information obtained from the NFC scanner 130. It is
observed that the NFC scanner 130 may be associated with a
known location and may be an inherently trusted device.
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Turning now to FIG. 9, a method 290 is described. The
method 290 may be performed by a biographical digest soft-
ware layer (e.g., the application 126) executing on the pro-
cessor 120 of the mobile communication device 102. Atblock
292, the biographical digest software layer encodes current
information about the configuration of the mobile communi-
cation device 102, wherein the current information comprises
a current device status and at least two of a current software
version identity, a current preferred roaming list identity, a
current stock keeping unit identity or number, a current uni-
versal product code, a communication subscription service
activation date, a phone number, a current mobile equipment
identity (MEID), a current international mobile station equip-
ment identity, a current communication service provider
identity, and a current communication service brand identity.

Atblock 294, the biographical digest software layer writes
the encoded current information into the dynamic portion 114
of'the biographical digest 106 of the radio frequency identity
chip 104. At block 296, the biographical digest software layer
detects an end of lifecycle event. For example, the service
station 136 sends an end of life or a termination request
message, along with an appropriate security key, to the
mobile device 102. At block 298, in response to detecting the
end of lifecycle event, the application biographical digest
software layer sets the current device status in the dynamic
portion 114 of the biographical digest 106 to terminated. At
block 299, based on the terminated status of the current device
status stored in the dynamic portion 114 of the biographical
digest 106, the biographical digest software layer blocks
access to the cellular radio transceiver 122 of the mobile
communication device 102. It is understood that the method
290 may comprise other steps such as receiving requests to
change the device status to refurbished or to change the device
status to new. These requests may be processed by the bio-
graphical digest software layer to change the current device
status if they are accompanied with appropriate security keys
to authorize acting on the requests.

FIG. 10 depicts the mobile device 400, which is operable
for implementing aspects of the present disclosure, but the
present disclosure should not be limited to these implemen-
tations. Though illustrated as a mobile phone, the mobile
device 400 may take various forms including a wireless hand-
set, a pager, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a gaming
device, or a media player. The mobile device 400 includes a
display 402 and a touch-sensitive surface and/or keys 404 for
input by a user. The mobile device 400 may present options
for the user to select, controls for the user to actuate, and/or
cursors or other indicators for the user to direct. The mobile
device 400 may further accept data entry from the user,
including numbers to dial or various parameter values for
configuring the operation of the handset. The mobile device
400 may further execute one or more software or firmware
applications in response to user commands. These applica-
tions may configure the mobile device 400 to perform various
customized functions in response to user interaction. Addi-
tionally, the mobile device 400 may be programmed and/or
configured over-the-air, for example from a wireless base
station, a wireless access point, or a peer mobile device 400.
The mobile device 400 may execute a web browser applica-
tion which enables the display 402 to show a web page. The
web page may be obtained via wireless communications with
a base transceiver station, a wireless network access node, a
peer mobile device 400 or any other wireless communication
network or system.

FIG. 11 shows a block diagram of the mobile device 400.
While a variety of known components of handsets are
depicted, in an embodiment a subset of the listed components
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and/or additional components not listed may be included in
the mobile device 400. The mobile device 400 includes a
digital signal processor (DSP) 502 and a memory 504. As
shown, the mobile device 400 may further include an antenna
and front end unit 506, a radio frequency (RF) transceiver
508, a baseband processing unit 510, a microphone 512, an
earpiece speaker 514, a headset port 516, an input/output
interface 518, a removable memory card 520, a universal
serial bus (USB) port 522, an infrared port 524, a vibrator 526,
a keypad 528, a touch screen liquid crystal display (LCD)
with a touch sensitive surface 530, a touch screen/LCD con-
troller 532, a camera 534, a camera controller 536, and a
global positioning system (GPS) receiver 538. In an embodi-
ment, the DSP 502 or other processor may communicate with
the RFID chip 104, for example via a memory bus and/or an
address bus. In an embodiment, the mobile device 400 may
include another kind of display that does not provide a touch
sensitive screen. In an embodiment, the DSP 502 may com-
municate directly with the memory 504 without passing
through the input/output interface 518. Additionally, in an
embodiment, the mobile device 400 may comprise other
peripheral devices that provide other functionality.

The DSP 502 or some other form of controller or central
processing unit operates to control the various components of
the mobile device 400 in accordance with embedded software
or firmware stored in memory 504 or stored in memory con-
tained within the DSP 502 itself. In addition to the embedded
software or firmware, the DSP 502 may execute other appli-
cations stored in the memory 504 or made available via infor-
mation carrier media such as portable data storage media like
the removable memory card 520 or via wired or wireless
network communications. The application software may
comprise a compiled set of machine-readable instructions
that configure the DSP 502 to provide the desired function-
ality, or the application software may be high-level software
instructions to be processed by an interpreter or compiler to
indirectly configure the DSP 502. One skilled the art will
appreciate that the DSP 502 or other processors may interact
with and communicate with the various components via one
or more address bus (not shown) and/or one or more data bus
(not shown).

The DSP 502 may communicate with a wireless network
via the analog baseband processing unit 510. In some
embodiments, the communication may provide Internet con-
nectivity, enabling a user to gain access to content on the
Internet and to send and receive e-mail or text messages. The
input/output interface 518 interconnects the DSP 502 and
various memories and interfaces. The memory 504 and the
removable memory card 520 may provide software and data
to configure the operation of the DSP 502. Among the inter-
faces may be the USB port 522 and the infrared port 524. The
USB port 522 may enable the mobile device 400 to function
as a peripheral device to exchange information with a per-
sonal computer or other computer system. The infrared port
524 and other optional ports such as a Bluetooth® interface or
an [EEE 802.11 compliant wireless interface may enable the
mobile device 400 to communicate wirelessly with other
nearby handsets and/or wireless base stations.

The keypad 528 couples to the DSP 502 via the interface
518 to provide one mechanism for the user to make selections,
enter information, and otherwise provide input to the mobile
device 400. Another input mechanism may be the touch
screen LCD 530, which may also display text and/or graphics
to the user. The touch screen LCD controller 532 couples the
DSP 502 to the touch screen LCD 530. The GPS receiver 538
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is coupled to the DSP 502 to decode global positioning sys-
tem signals, thereby enabling the mobile device 400 to deter-
mine its position.

FIG. 12A illustrates a software environment 602 that may
be implemented by the DSP 502. The DSP 502 executes
operating system software 604 that provides a platform from
which the rest of the software operates. The operating system
software 604 may provide a variety of drivers for the handset
hardware with standardized interfaces that are accessible to
application software. The operating system software 604 may
be coupled to and interact with application management ser-
vices (AMS) 606 that transfer control between applications
running on the mobile device 400. Also shown in FIG. 12A
are aweb browser application 608, a media player application
610, and JAVA applets 612. The web browser application 608
may be executed by the mobile device 400 to browse content
and/or the Internet, for example when the mobile device 400
is coupled to a network via a wireless link. The web browser
application 608 may permit a user to enter information into
forms and select links to retrieve and view web pages. The
media player application 610 may be executed by the mobile
device 400 to play audio or audiovisual media. The JAVA
applets 612 may be executed by the mobile device 400 to
provide a variety of functionality including games, utilities,
and other functionality.

FIG. 12B illustrates an alternative software environment
620 that may be implemented by the DSP 502. The DSP 502
executes operating system software 628 (for example an oper-
ating system kernel) and an execution runtime 630. The DSP
502 executes applications 622 that may execute in the execu-
tion runtime 630 and may rely upon services provided by the
application framework 624. Applications 622 and the appli-
cation framework 624 may rely upon functionality provided
via the libraries 626.

FIG. 13 illustrates a computer system 380 suitable for
implementing one or more embodiments disclosed herein.
The computer system 380 includes a processor 382 (which
may be referred to as a central processor unit or CPU) that is
in communication with memory devices including secondary
storage 384, read only memory (ROM) 386, random access
memory (RAM) 388, input/output (I/O) devices 390, and
network connectivity devices 392. The processor 382 may be
implemented as one or more CPU chips.

It is understood that by programming and/or loading
executable instructions onto the computer system 380, at least
one of the CPU 382, the RAM 388, and the ROM 386 are
changed, transforming the computer system 380 in part into a
particular machine or apparatus having the novel functional-
ity taught by the present disclosure. It is fundamental to the
electrical engineering and software engineering arts that
functionality that can be implemented by loading executable
software into a computer can be converted to a hardware
implementation by well known design rules. Decisions
between implementing a concept in software versus hardware
typically hinge on considerations of stability of the design
and numbers of units to be produced rather than any issues
involved in translating from the software domain to the hard-
ware domain. Generally, a design that is still subject to fre-
quent change may be preferred to be implemented in soft-
ware, because re-spinning a hardware implementation is
more expensive than re-spinning a software design. Gener-
ally, a design that is stable that will be produced in large
volume may be preferred to be implemented in hardware, for
example in an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC),
because for large production runs the hardware implementa-
tion may be less expensive than the software implementation.
Often a design may be developed and tested in a software
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form and later transformed, by well known design rules, to an
equivalent hardware implementation in an application spe-
cific integrated circuit that hardwires the instructions of the
software. In the same manner as a machine controlled by a
new ASIC is a particular machine or apparatus, likewise a
computer that has been programmed and/or loaded with
executable instructions may be viewed as a particular
machine or apparatus.

The secondary storage 384 is typically comprised of one or
more disk drives or tape drives and is used for non-volatile
storage of data and as an over-flow data storage device if
RAM 388 is not large enough to hold all working data. Sec-
ondary storage 384 may be used to store programs which are
loaded into RAM 388 when such programs are selected for
execution. The ROM 386 is used to store instructions and
perhaps data which are read during program execution. ROM
386 is a non-volatile memory device which typically has a
small memory capacity relative to the larger memory capacity
of secondary storage 384. The RAM 388 is used to store
volatile data and perhaps to store instructions. Access to both
ROM 386 and RAM 388 is typically faster than to secondary
storage 384. The secondary storage 384, the RAM 388, and/
or the ROM 386 may be referred to in some contexts as
computer readable storage media and/or non-transitory com-
puter readable media.

1/0 devices 390 may include printers, video monitors, lig-
uid crystal displays (LCDs), touch screen displays, key-
boards, keypads, switches, dials, mice, track balls, voice rec-
ognizers, card readers, paper tape readers, or other well-
known input devices.

The network connectivity devices 392 may take the form of
modems, modern banks, Ethernet cards, universal serial bus
(USB) interface cards, serial interfaces, token ring cards, fiber
distributed data interface (FDDI) cards, wireless local area
network (WLAN) cards, radio transceiver cards such as code
division multiple access (CDMA), global system for mobile
communications (GSM), long-term evolution (LTE), world-
wide interoperability for microwave access (WiMAX), and/
or other air interface protocol radio transceiver cards, and
other well-known network devices. These network connec-
tivity devices 392 may enable the processor 382 to commu-
nicate with the Internet or one or more intranets. With such a
network connection, it is contemplated that the processor 382
might receive information from the network, or might output
information to the network in the course of performing the
above-described method steps. Such information, which is
often represented as a sequence of instructions to be executed
using processor 382, may be received from and outputted to
the network, for example, in the form of a computer data
signal embodied in a carrier wave.

Such information, which may include data or instructions
to be executed using processor 382 for example, may be
received from and outputted to the network, for example, in
the form of a computer data baseband signal or signal embod-
ied in a carrier wave. The baseband signal or signal embedded
in the carrier wave, or other types of signals currently used or
hereafter developed, may be generated according to several
methods well known to one skilled in the art. The baseband
signal and/or signal embedded in the carrier wave may be
referred to in some contexts as a transitory signal.

The processor 382 executes instructions, codes, computer
programs, scripts which it accesses from hard disk, floppy
disk, optical disk (these various disk based systems may all be
considered secondary storage 384), ROM 386, RAM 388, or
the network connectivity devices 392. While only one pro-
cessor 382 is shown, multiple processors may be present.
Thus, while instructions may be discussed as executed by a
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processor, the instructions may be executed simultaneously,
serially, or otherwise executed by one or multiple processors.
Instructions, codes, computer programs, scripts, and/or data
that may be accessed from the secondary storage 384, for
example, hard drives, floppy disks, optical disks, and/or other
device, the ROM 386, and/or the RAM 388 may be referred to
in some contexts as non-transitory instructions and/or non-
transitory information.

In an embodiment, the computer system 380 may comprise
two or more computers in communication with each other
that collaborate to perform a task. For example, but not by
way of limitation, an application may be partitioned in such a
way as to permit concurrent and/or parallel processing of the
instructions of the application. Alternatively, the data pro-
cessed by the application may be partitioned in such a way as
to permit concurrent and/or parallel processing of different
portions of a data set by the two or more computers. In an
embodiment, virtualization software may be employed by the
computer system 380 to provide the functionality ofa number
of'servers that is not directly bound to the number of comput-
ers in the computer system 380. For example, virtualization
software may provide twenty virtual servers on four physical
computers. In an embodiment, the functionality disclosed
above may be provided by executing the application and/or
applications in a cloud computing environment. Cloud com-
puting may comprise providing computing services via a
network connection using dynamically scalable computing
resources. Cloud computing may be supported, at least in
part, by virtualization software. A cloud computing environ-
ment may be established by an enterprise and/or may be hired
on an as-needed basis from a third party provider. Some cloud
computing environments may comprise cloud computing
resources owned and operated by the enterprise as well as
cloud computing resources hired and/or leased from a third
party provider.

In an embodiment, some or all of the functionality dis-
closed above may be provided as a computer program prod-
uct. The computer program product may comprise one or
more computer readable storage medium having computer
usable program code embodied therein to implement the
functionality disclosed above. The computer program prod-
uct may comprise data structures, executable instructions,
and other computer usable program code. The computer pro-
gram product may be embodied in removable computer stor-
age media and/or non-removable computer storage media.
The removable computer readable storage medium may com-
prise, without limitation, a paper tape, a magnetic tape, mag-
netic disk, an optical disk, a solid state memory chip, for
example analog magnetic tape, compact disk read only
memory (CD-ROM) disks, floppy disks, jump drives, digital
cards, multimedia cards, and others. The computer program
product may be suitable for loading, by the computer system
380, at least portions of the contents of the computer program
product to the secondary storage 384, to the ROM 386, to the
RAM 388, and/or to other non-volatile memory and volatile
memory of the computer system 380. The processor 382 may
process the executable instructions and/or data structures in
part by directly accessing the computer program product, for
example by reading from a CD-ROM disk inserted into a disk
drive peripheral of the computer system 380. Alternatively,
the processor 382 may process the executable instructions
and/or data structures by remotely accessing the computer
program product, for example by downloading the executable
instructions and/or data structures from a remote server
through the network connectivity devices 392. The computer
program product may comprise instructions that promote the
loading and/or copying of data, data structures, files, and/or
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executable instructions to the secondary storage 384, to the
ROM 386, to the RAM 388, and/or to other non-volatile
memory and volatile memory of the computer system 380.

In some contexts, the secondary storage 384, the ROM 386,
and the RAM 388 may be referred to as a non-transitory
computer readable medium or a computer readable storage
media. A dynamic RAM embodiment of the RAM 388, like-
wise, may be referred to as a non-transitory computer read-
able medium in that while the dynamic RAM receives elec-
trical power and is operated in accordance with its design, for
example during a period of time during which the computer
380 is turned on and operational, the dynamic RAM stores
information that is written to it. Similarly, the processor 382
may comprise an internal RAM, an internal ROM, a cache
memory, and/or other internal non-transitory storage blocks,
sections, or components that may be referred to in some
contexts as non-transitory computer readable media or com-
puter readable storage media.

While several embodiments have been provided in the
present disclosure, it should be understood that the disclosed
systems and methods may be embodied in many other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or scope of the
present disclosure. The present examples are to be considered
as illustrative and not restrictive, and the intention is not to be
limited to the details given herein. For example, the various
elements or components may be combined or integrated in
another system or certain features may be omitted or not
implemented.

Also, techniques, systems, subsystems, and methods
described and illustrated in the various embodiments as dis-
crete or separate may be combined or integrated with other
systems, modules, techniques, or methods without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. Other items shown
or discussed as directly coupled or communicating with each
other may be indirectly coupled or communicating through
some interface, device, or intermediate component, whether
electrically, mechanically, or otherwise. Other examples of
changes, substitutions, and alterations are ascertainable by
one skilled in the art and could be made without departing
from the spirit and scope disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of maintaining a biographical digest of infor-
mation stored in a radio frequency identity chip communica-
tively coupled to a motherboard of a mobile communication
device, comprising:

determining, prior to activation of a wireless communica-

tion service for the mobile communication device,
inception information about the inception of the mobile
communication device by reading at least some infor-
mation stored on a non-transitory memory of the mobile
communication device;

encoding the inception information prior to writing to the

radio frequency identity chip of the mobile communica-
tion device, wherein encoding the inception information
is performed at least partly by executing the biographical
digest software layer stored in a non-transitory memory
of the mobile communication device and executed by at
least one processor of the mobile communication
device;

responsive to encoding the inception information, writing,

by the biographical digest software layer, the inception
information permanently into a static portion of the bio-
graphical digest of the radio frequency identity chip that
is communicatively coupled to the motherboard of the
mobile communication device, wherein writing the
encoded inception information into the static portion is
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performed prior to permanently disabling write access
by the biographical digest software layer;
after the writing of the inception information into the static
portion of the biographical digest, permanently dis-
abling, by the biographical digest software layer, write
access to the static portion of the biographical digest;

in response to a triggering event, determining current infor-
mation about the configuration of the mobile communi-
cation device by reading information stored inside the
mobile communication device;
in response to the triggering event, determining, on the
mobile communication device, a lifecycle event of the
mobile communication device that is associated with the
current information, wherein the lifecycle event com-
prises at least one of: device inception, device activation,
device branding, device rebranding, device return,
device refurbish, or device termination;
encoding the current information about the configuration
of the mobile communication device and the lifecycle
event to log into a dynamic portion of the biographical
digest, wherein encoding the current information and
lifecycle event is performed by the biographical digest
software layer; and
based on the encoding, writing the current information and
the lifecycle event into the dynamic portion of the bio-
graphical digest of the radio frequency identity chip
while write access to the static portion of the biographi-
cal digest is permanently disabled, wherein writing the
encoded current information and lifecycle event into the
dynamic portion is performed by the biographical digest
software layer,
wherein the inception information comprises at least three
of: a federal communications commission (FCC) iden-
tity, a device model identity, an initial hardware version
identity, a manufacturer identity, a country of manufac-
turing identity, a date of manufacture, an identity of a
location of manufacture, an initial software version
identity, an initial preferred roaming list (PRL) identity,
anoriginal stock keeping unit (SKU) number or identity,
or an original universal product code (UPC), and

wherein the current information comprises at least three of:
a current software version identity, a current preferred
roaming list identity, a current stock keeping unit iden-
tity or number, a current universal product code, a cur-
rent device status, a communication subscription service
activation date, a phone number, a current mobile equip-
ment identity (MEID), a current international mobile
station equipment identity, a current communication ser-
vice provider identity, or a current communication ser-
vice brand identity.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the radio frequency
identity chip is electrically connected to at least one of a data
bus, an address bus, or a memory bus of the motherboard of
the mobile communication device.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the triggering event is
associated with shipping the mobile communication device
out of an order fulfillment center.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein a triggering event is
generated periodically by one of the processor of the mobile
communication device or the biographical digest software
layer.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein a triggering event is
generated by the processor in association with an update of a
configuration of the mobile communication device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile communi-
cation device is one of a mobile phone, a personal digital
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assistant (PDA), a media player, a laptop computer, a note-
book computer, or a tablet computer.

7. A method of performing a confidential transaction initi-
ated from a mobile communication device coupled to a radio
frequency identity (RFID) chip that stores a biographical
digest of information, comprising:

receiving, by a near field communication (NFC) scanner

coupling to the RFID chip, the biographical digest of
information read from a static portion of the biographi-
cal digest of the RFID chip coupled to the mobile com-
munication device;

receiving, from a server at a wireless communication ser-

vice provider, a security key for at least the static portion,
wherein the receiving is based on the mobile communi-
cation device being configured to establish a wireless
link between the mobile communication device and a
base transceiver station for use with the wireless com-
munication service provider;

decrypting at least a part of the biographical digest based

on using the security key to at least access the static
portion;

determining that at least the decrypted part of the bio-

graphical digest of information correlates to identifying
information associated with the mobile communication
device;

responsive to the determining that the identifying informa-

tion correlates, completing the confidential transaction
initiated using the mobile communication device,
wherein information about the confidential transaction
and current information associated with a lifecycle event
of the mobile communication device are written into a
biographical digest in a dynamic portion of the RFID
chip responsive to the confidential transaction,

wherein the biographical digest of information comprises

inception information and current information, wherein
the inception information is permanently preserved
within the static portion that is maintained in a static
state by a biographical digest software layer of the RFID
chip associated with the mobile communication device,
and wherein the current information is stored outside of
the static portion and updateable by the biographical
digest software layer of the mobile communication
device,

wherein the inception information comprises at least three

of: a federal communications commission (FCC) iden-
tity, a device model identity, an initial hardware version
identity, a manufacturer identity, a country of manufac-
turing identity (e.g., the identity of the country in which
the device was manufactured), a date of manufacture, an
identity of a location of manufacture, an initial software
version identity, an initial preferred roaming list (PRL)
identity, an original stock keeping unit (SKU) number or
identity, or an original universal product code (UPC),
and

wherein the current information comprises at least three of:

a current software version identity, a current preferred
roaming list identity, a current stock keeping unit iden-
tity or number, a current universal product code, a cur-
rent device status, a communication subscription service
activation date, a phone number, a current mobile equip-
ment identity (MEID), a current international mobile
station equipment identity, a current communication ser-
vice provider identity, or a current communication ser-
vice brand identity.
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein the completing the
confidential transaction is performed by a transaction server
computer coupled to the server at the wireless communica-
tion service provider.
9. The method of claim 7, wherein the confidential trans-
action is one of a credit card payment transaction, a debit card
payment transaction, a gas card payment transaction, a cash
withdrawal transaction, an account information access trans-
action, or a medical record access transaction.
10. The method of claim 7, wherein the mobile communi-
cation device is one of a mobile phone, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a media player, a laptop computer, a note-
book computer, or a tablet computer.
11. The method of claim 7, wherein the security key is one
of'a checksum value, or a software security key.
12. A method of managing a lifecycle of a mobile commu-
nication device based on a biographical digest of information
stored in a radio frequency identity chip communicatively
coupled to a motherboard of the mobile communication
device, comprising:
encoding current information about the configuration of
the mobile communication device and a lifecycle event
of the mobile communication device that is associated
with the current information into the biographical
digest, wherein encoding the current information and
the lifecycle event is performed by a biographical digest
software layer stored in a non-transitory memory of the
mobile communication device and executed by at least
one processor of the mobile communication device,
wherein the current information comprises a current
device status and at least two of a current software ver-
sion identity, a current preferred roaming list identity, a
current stock keeping unit identity or number, a current
universal product code, a communication subscription
service activation date, a phone number, a current
mobile equipment identity (MEID), a current interna-
tional mobile station equipment identity, a current com-
munication service provider identity, and a current com-
munication service brand identity;
based on the encoding, writing, by executing the biographi-
cal digest software layer that configures at least one
processor of the mobile communication device, the cur-
rent information and the lifecycle event only into a
dynamic portion of the biographical digest of the radio
frequency identity chip, wherein the current information
is permanently prevented from being written into a static
portion of the biographical digest of the radio frequency
identity chip, and wherein the static portion comprises
inception information written into the static portion only
once prior to activation of wireless communication ser-
vice;
detecting, on the mobile communication device, an end of
lifecycle event by the biographical digest software layer;

in response to detecting the end of lifecycle event, setting
the current device status in the dynamic portion of the
biographical digest to a terminated status by the bio-
graphical digest software layer; and

based on the terminated status of the current device status,

blocking access to a cellular radio transceiver of the
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mobile communication device to activate wireless com-
munication service while the dynamic portion is set to
the terminated status.
13. The method of claim 12, wherein blocking access pre-
vents activation of wireless communication service with a
provider while permitting access to the cellular radio trans-
ceiver of the mobile communication device for emergency
services, wherein emergency services comprises at least in
the case of a 911 call.
14. The method of claim 12, further comprising
determining inception information about the inception of
the mobile communication device by reading informa-
tion stored inside the mobile communication device;

encoding the inception information, wherein encoding the
inception information is performed by the biographical
digest software layer;

writing the encoded inception information into the static

portion of the biographical digest of the radio frequency
identity chip that is communicatively coupled to the
motherboard of the mobile communication device,
wherein writing the encoded inception information into
the static portion is performed by the biographical digest
software layer; wherein the inception information com-
prises at least three of: a federal communications com-
mission (FCC) identity, a device model identity, an ini-
tial hardware version identity, a manufacturer identity, a
country of manufacturing identity (e.g., the identity of
the country in which the device was manufactured), a
date of manufacture, an identity of a location of manu-
facture, an initial software version identity, an initial
preferred roaming list (PRL) identity, an original stock
keeping unit (SKU) number or identity, or an original
universal product code (UPC).

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the radio frequency
identity chip is electrically connected to at least one of a data
bus, an address bus, or a memory bus of the motherboard of
the mobile communication device.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the mobile commu-
nication device is one of a mobile phone, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a media player, a laptop computer, a note-
book computer, or a tablet computer.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the biographical
digest software layer is configured to be unable to write to the
current device status of the dynamic portion of the biographi-
cal digest responsive to the dynamic portion being set to the
terminated status, wherein the terminated status is set at least
by a value associated with termination.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein all write access to the
radio frequency identity chip is mediated by the biographical
software layer.

19. The method of claim 12, wherein all write access to the
biographical digest information of the radio frequency iden-
tity chip is mediated by the biographical software layer.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein write access to the
radio frequency identity chip exclusive of the biographical
digest information is allowed to near field communication
transceivers.



